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Sir:' 

This Information Disclosure Statement, including completed Form PTO-1449, comprises 
a list of pertinent art of which Applicants are aware. A copy of each publication listed on Form 
PTO-1449 is enclosed herewith. 

Consideration of the following related applications and additional information (including 
any relevant co-pending or abandoned U.S. applications, prior uses and/or sales, etc.) is 
requested: 

U.S. Application Serial No. 0 8/081.961 , filed May 20, 1998, filed Drilling system. 
Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98 (d), copies of certain patents, publications, pending U.S. 

application(s) or other information, as specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1.98 (a), listed in the attached 

> 

Form PTO-1449 are not provided herewith, as they have been previously submitted to, or cited 
by, the Office in the above-mentioned earlier U.S. Patent Application(s). The Information 
Disclosure Statement filed in the earlier application(s) complies with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98 (a)-(c). 

The submission of this Information Disclosure Statement and the references submitted 
therewith is not an admission that the art cited is "prior" with respect to the present invention, nor 
is it a representation, that no better art exists. Applicants hereby reserve the right to swear 
behind or otherwise disprove any alleged "prior" nature of any art cited should the facts support 
and the situation warrant such an action. It is submitted that the art cited does not constitute a bar 
to the patentability of Applicants 1 invention under 35 U.S.C. § 102 or § 103. 



04/05/2002 CKGUYEN 00000054 032769 099119&3 
01 FC:126 180.00 CH 



No Office Action on the merits has been received in the present application. 
Nonetheless, in the event that an Office Action dated prior to the mailing date of this Information 
Disclosure Statement has been issued, please charge Deposit Account 03-2769, Conley, Rose & 
Tayon, P.C., in the amount of $180, so that this Information Disclosure Statement may be 
considered under Rule 1.97(c). 

Each item provided herewith was first cited in the European Search Report for Application 
No. 98308760.2 dated 21 January 2002 which is a foreign counterpart application of the above- 
styled matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 



David A. Rose 

Reg. No. 26,223 

Conley, Rose & Tayon, P.C. 

P. O. Box 3267 

Houston, Texas 77253-3267 

(713) 238-8000 
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l~l Extension of Time Request 
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Incomplete Application 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on. this date: Marchfc5?S 2002. 


Typed or Printed Name 


M. A. CRABTREE 


Signature — 
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Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.2 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. 
Any comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, Washington, D.C. 20231. DO NOT SENT FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231. 



